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Establishment and Development of the AHPGS 

 

The Accreditation Agency for Study Programs in Health and Social Sciences (AHPGS) is 

a multiprofessional, international organization. The Agency works across various types 

of Higher Education Institutions and associations. Its main task consists in the 

accreditation of Bachelor, Master and Doctoral study programs in the field of health and 

social sciences, as well as in related areas. The AHPGS may also implement system 

accreditation and external institutional evaluations at Higher Education Institutions. In 

implementing accreditation procedures at higher education institutions, the AHPGS 

follows established European standards and complies with the internationally-recognized 

“Standards and Guidelines for Quality Assurance in the European Higher Education Area” 

of the European Association for Quality Assurance in Higher Education (ENQA).  

For liability reasons, an “AHPGS Akkreditierung gGmbH” (as a non-profit, private limited 

charitable company under German law) was founded by the AHPGS e.V. at the beginning 

of 2008. AHPGS e.V. is the sole shareholder of the AHPGS Akkreditierung gGmbH, 

which was entered into the Freiburg commercial register on March 5, 2008 with the 

number HRB 702141. In the shareholders’ meeting the AHPGS e.V is represented 

through its executive board. A minimum of an annual meeting is mandatory by law. 

Shareholders' meetings take place as required, a minimum of an annual meeting is 

mandatory by law. On behalf of AHPGS e.V., the AHPGS Akkreditierung gGmbH 

organizes the accreditation procedures at and of HEIs.  
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The major objective of the agency is to bring a valuable contribution to the quality 

assurance in the field of health and social sciences. The reason and central motive for 

establishing AHPGS was the sense of responsibility of its founding members, in the 

context of the continuous development of study offers at higher education institutions 

and taking into account the advancement of the Bologna process. In this manner, the 

AHPGS participates in ensuring the necessary quality in teaching and learning in the 

above-mentioned fields.  

Founding members were the “German Coordinating Office for Health Sciences” (DKGW) 

at the University of Freiburg, the Conference of Deans of Health Care (33 higher 

education institutions), the Faculty Conference of Social Work (73 higher education 

institutions) and the Faculty Conference of Inclusive Education 6 higher education 

institutions).  

AHPGS was first accredited as an accreditation agency by the German Accreditation 

Council (GAC) in 2001. It was reaccredited in 2004, 2009, 2014, 2019 and 2024. With 

its decision in 2009, the GAC determined that AHPGS meets the Standards and 

Guidelines for Quality Assurance in the European Higher Education Area (ESG) and the 

membership criteria of the European Association for Quality Assurance (ENQA). On the 

basis of this assessment, AHPGS was granted membership in ENQA and is registered in 

the European Quality Assurance Register for Higher Education (EQAR). The ENQA 

membership and the EQAR listing was regularly renewed and is currently valid for ENQA 

until September 2029 and for EQAR Registration until 30th of April 2029.  

Since 2004 AHPGS is a member of the European Consortium for Accreditation (ECA).  

On the 17.01.2008 the AHPGS was authorized by the Swiss Federal Department of 

Economic Affairs (FDEA) to process and verify accreditation applications from Swiss 

Universities of Applied Sciences. During the procedure carried out by the FDEA, it 

became clear that the AHPGS fulfils not only the requirements of the Swiss Federal law 

but also the European standards for accreditation agencies.  

In 2006, AHPGS became a member of European Association for Quality Assurance in 

Higher Education (ENQA). On the 12.06.2009 AHPGS has been granted the status of 

full membership of the ENQA.  

On the 30.09.2009 the AHPGS was admitted in the European Quality Assurance 

Register (EQAR).  
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Since 05.11.2009 the AHPGS is a full member of the International Network for Quality 

Assurance Agencies in Higher Education (INQAAHE) and since 2012, the AHPGS is 

member of the “Network of Central and Eastern European Quality Assurance Agencies 

in Higher Education” (CEENQA).  

In 2023, AHPGS was awarded Recognition Status by the World Federation of Medical 

Education (WFME) until 30th of October 2033. 

Up to present point, the AHPGS has accredited over 1800 Bachelor and Master Study 

programs at more than 200 universities. The majority of these programs relate to the 

field of health and social sciences. However, as a multi-professional organization, the 

AHPGS also implements accreditation procedures in related fields. In implementing 

accreditation procedures, the AHPGS follows the “Criteria for the Accreditation of Study 

Programs” set by the German Accreditation Council, as well as the “Standards and 

Guidelines for Quality Assurance in the European Higher Education Area” set by the 

ENQA. With an increasing number of contracts, the AHPGS established itself in a short 

time as an agency recognized particularly for the quality of the services rendered both 

at national and international level.  

The AHPGS is networked nationally and internationally and uses the given possibilities 

for quality development of the work processes. From the beginning, the AHPGS has 

made an effort for constructive cooperation with other accreditation agencies in 

Germany or other countries in Europe.  

The AHPGS sets a high quality standard in its work, documents this publicly and uses it 

competitively with other accreditation agencies. By implementing accreditation 

procedures, the Agency contributes to the increasing professionalization in the fields of 

health and social sciences. Moreover, through international cooperation and 

accreditation, the AHPGS encourages collaboration in quality assurance of higher 

education.  

Please find the list of our accreditation activities here 

https://www.ahpgs.de/en/accredited-institutions-and-programs and here 

https://www.eqar.eu/qa-results/search/  

https://www.ahpgs.de/en/accredited-institutions-and-programs
https://www.eqar.eu/qa-results/search/

